Thank you for taking the time to visiting my “no frills campaign website”. 

Warm Greetings Ramona Residents:

Citizen participation is vital to a successful Representative Democracy. It is also important that citizens watch over their elected representatives as in the popular Russian proverb “Trust but verify” or “doveryai no proverya” which remains sage advice for citizens when dealing with governments both foreign and domestic. 

For your reference, here is my Nov 7th 2006, Candidate Qualification Statement filed with San Diego County Registrar of Voters for a seat on the Ramona Community Planning Group (RCPG). Please note I authored the well regarded “What Ramona’s About” rural vision statement and in early 2005 secured news coverage for bypass opposition. 

Our last stand: Without getting overly dramatic, we are nearing the point of Ramona’s “last stand.”  This is the time for good folks to stand up, take a strong position, and be counted. 

I have often stated “If it doesn’t make sense, politics will explain it” – think about it, you look at a situation that just doesn’t make sense or is just wrong, then you say to yourself one word - “Politics” – ah yes, it now makes sense...

You’ve already sensed this yourself – from information in the news media, the County doesn’t take Ramona’s input to the land use and planning process seriously. Ramona’s rural character doesn’t fit well “Smart Growth” plans and high-density low-income housing.  

Offering a Vision: Early last year before I ever thought I’d become further involved in community issues, and while leading an effort to make citizens award of problems with a new County fee program called the Transportation Impact Fee (“TIF”), I drafted this vision based upon discussions and ideas shared with many Ramona residents, I drafted this proposed Vision Statement that articulated as best I could, land use issues important to our community. 

“What Ramona’s About” was published as “What Is Ramona About?” in a Guest Commentary in the March 10th 2005 Ramona Sentinel newspaper. 

Several folks who didn’t know me at the time clipped and posted this vision on their refrigerator doors. Certainly not the most glamorous display venue but an honorable and respectful place probably alongside crayon drawings by their children. 

This posting was indicative of how this community vision strongly resonated some residents. The vision statement was also used as an agree (or not) thought stimulating lead in for the recent Ramona Community Survey that many of you participated in. 
Land Use Problems this Community Faces: Ramona is facing substantial threats to its diminishing rural character including:
· Out-of-character development

· Unsafe and failing level of service on area roads and highways

· Future proposed or approved developments with inappropriately small parcel sizes will preclude equestrian, FFA/4H activities, and other agricultural and rural family activities  

· Inappropriate high-density design/development has been proposed and in some cases approved for Ramona town center areas

· Opportunities to implement an interconnecting system of trails in Ramona fade with each passing day as uncoordinated and incremental development fails to accommodate needs

· The San Diego County Department of Planning and Land Use (DPLU) is forcing General Plan 2020 through the process, effectively refusing to incorporate decades of thoughtful and appropriate input from current and past members of the Ramona Community

· Ramona is viewed by many County planners and bureaucrats as a poorly coordinated, politically ineffective community, making Ramona an opportunity to implement many land use policies contrary to Ramona’s best interests. Examples are out-of-character “smart growth” and low-income housing projects that go beyond simply poor planning and land use practices and actually threaten the quality of our area schools 

· Future expansion of the Ramona Airport and its associated industrial area - a County designated “enterprise zone” where revenue generated therein goes to County coffers and is not directly available to Ramona

· Comprehensive advocacy of alternative energy sources needs greater emphasis and would obviate the need for additional power lines across the County in general, and Ramona in particular

Communication: I know each of you are very busy with jobs and your personal family matters – The Merry-Go-Round of life seems to spin ever-faster these days. I have posted this information in an effort to improve communication with you - Ramona’s concerned  electorate/voters. If elected, this is how I propose to use the Internet to communicate with you in addition to the conventional media. 
More Communication with RCPG: I recently authored an online community survey . The time you spent contributing to this survey, and your heart-felt response including many hand-written letters, was encouraging to those of us working with the survey results. Your input will provide valuable information as we advocate Ramona’s concerns in the County General Plan process.

What you can do: The RCPG is tasked with representing Ramona Community interests in Planning and Land Use matters for the area. RCPG input is “advisory” - in legal terms, it is not binding upon County officials. Planning and land use impacts Ramona directly but the words/ terminology are largely unknown to most citizens here are some selected definitions.
Nevertheless, it is important that you voice your concerns to each and every member of this group and provide “Trust but verify” oversight that they represent your interests before the County planners and leaders.

Note: Elected RCPG members and appointed volunteer subcommittee members are unpaid representatives – the time they spend attempting to represent your community interests is time directly taken from their personal and family lives, and at times their daily jobs. These representatives work with paid County staffers and paid elected politicians. 

The RCPG job is difficult and discouraging at times as they try to prevail against well funded special interests and often non-responsive government bureaucracies often with hidden agendas. Additionally politics pervades the entire process further adding to complexity, difficulty, and intrigue. 

Closing thoughts: Years ago on Jan. 11, 1989, when President Ronald Reagan bade the nation farewell from the Oval Office, he closed with the following:

"As I walk off into the city streets, a final word to the men and women across America, who for eight years did the work that brought America back: My friends, we did it. We weren't just marking time, we made a difference. We made the city stronger, we made the city freer, and we left her in good hands.

"All in all, not bad. Not bad at all. And so, good-bye. God bless you. And God bless the United States of America."
As a closing thought, and in a similar light, with your votes and the sustained support of concerned Ramona Citizens, and like minded elected officials, I hope one day we can say “We made Ramona a better place and left her in good hands.”  

It is a good fight and worthy of both pursuit and attainment but is only possible with your support and your sustained personal commitment to this community.

I promise you improved communications and my honest and dedicated efforts to guide and protect Ramona’s rural character and quality of life. 

Dennis R. Grimes

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What is Ramona about? March 10 2005 Ramona Sentinel Guest Commentary pg A5, A13

[Note to e-mail readers - This piece written by Dennis Grimes a private Ramona citizen and was originally conceived as a proposed vision and guiding statement for the Ramona Community Planning Group (RCPG).  Several who read this commentary suggested it be submitted for publication in the Ramona Sentinel.

Ramona is involved in a battle for its life, and its way of life against a County planning staff committed to forcing inappropriate urban development models including “Smart Growth” and high-density housing projects in the center of town, The County staff has also refused for many years to consider and incorporate well conceived plans, proposals, and inputs offered by the RCPG and the Ramona community. (Pls see article on RS March 10, 2005 front page)

In exasperation, the RCPG joined Lakeside, Spring Valley, Alpine and Jamul in 2005 in pulling all support for the County General Plan 2020 which is counter to Ramona's best interests. ]

Guest Commentary Page A5 March 10, 2005 Ramona Sentinel

What is Ramona about?

Ramona is about the American Dream - independence, opportunity, and freedom.

Ramona is about a unique rural community and a way of life that we must protect and foster.

Ramona is about owning a piece of land - your very own piece of dirt.

 - Land for families to have horses, goats, chickens, and emus.

 - Land to start a small nursery, vineyard, or the garden of your dreams.

 - Land enough to need a pick-up truck or tractor.

 - Land for that "granny flat" to keep grandparents near their grandchildren.

 - Land to enjoy and love your neighbors but not be city-close.

 - Land that protects and respects the rural countryside, and native wildlife habitats. 

 - Land that still tells the tales of Diegueno Indians, Spanish and western settlers 

 - Land that preserves scenic backcountry vistas and star filled nights

 - Land that prevents the sprawl of cookie-cutter suburbs, high-rise dwellings, and oppressive traffic.

Ramona is about a rural heritage reflected in the architecture and western flavor of Old Main Street that should form the key theme for the new Ramona Town Center. 

Ramona is about traditional family... [See RAMONA on page A13]

[RAMONA from page A5] ...values fostered in its many churches.

Ramona is about the Rodeo, the Country Fair, horses, and children with rural 4H projects. 

Ramona is about a rural character reflected in numerous feed and farm supply stores.  

Ramona is about equestrian and walking trails forming threads that hold its patchwork quilt of rural properties together - in the unique experience…

…we call Ramona. 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nov 7th 2006, Candidate Qualification Statement filed with San Diego County Registrar of Voters 
November 7, 2006 Election 

San Diego County Ramona Community Planning Group

Dennis Grimes

Senior Program Manager

Are you concerned about Ramona's future and protecting Ramona’s rural character? Ramona faces many other planning issues, including inadequate and unsafe road conditions and out-of-character development. I share your concerns. For my platform, please visit http://grimesdennis.com.

I'm admittedly a reluctant participant in the political process. However, I believe it's important for citizens to participate in community matters. Last year, I led my neighbors opposing a San Diego County-planned highway bypass that wasted money and did not help Ramona's road problems. We arranged coverage from television crews and newspapers, and I delivered a briefing to our 2nd District Supervisor and County staff. The road was taken off the map.

Qualifications summary: RCPG GP 2020 Subcommittee member... Principal author of the June 2006 Ramona Community Survey... Systems Engineer… Business Owner… Experience managing multi-million-dollar technology programs... Two master's degrees - Information Systems and Systems Management... Experience as a college professor—computing, networks, and business... Exceptional personal standards, dedication, and perseverance as a retired Naval Officer, Naval Academy (Annapolis) graduate, and an Eagle Scout... Author of the widely published "What Ramona's About"...

I offer a fresh outlook, balanced thinking, clear communication, and teamwork skills to guide our community's land use and planning needs.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Some selected Planning and Land use definitions 

Government Planners often speak in terms regular citizens do not understand. Here are a few terms of current interest:

RCPG -  Ramona Community Planning Group. This is an elected but un-paid advisory group of Ramona residents that meet formally each month. The RCPG provides advisory community input to the San Diego County Department of Planning and Land Use (DPLU). This fifteen person group elected for four-year terms is intended to provide community input to land use issues and permitting and zoning issues brought before it. 

GP 2020 - the proposed guiding plan for future development in San Diego County.  Since Ramona is an unincorporated community in the larger San Diego County, the provisions of GP 2020 would govern future development and land use in the area.

The Board of Supervisors recently approved the Circulation Element (see definition below) road network revisions completing  the regional mapping efforts for General Plan 2020. The County will them proceed on the remaining phases of the GP 2020 project. Those include the regional land use, housing, circulation, conservation, parks and open space, safety, and noise elements, the community and sub-regional plans, and the draft environmental impact report.

This plan, and the process used to develop are largely unsupported by advisory community planning groups throughout the County. Back in 2005, the Ramona Community Planning Group (RCPG) joined Lakeside, Spring Valley, Alpine and Jamul community planning groups in voicing their formal opposition to the GP 2020.

Smart Growth – this urban planning mandate has widespread support by governmental planning staffs throughout the country. I do not believe this planning mandate is appropriate for the Ramona community. Learn more about it at this link at a website that strongly supports Smart Growth concepts www.smartgrowth.org 

In general, smart growth invests time, attention, and resources in restoring community and vitality to center cities and older suburbs. New smart growth is more town-centered, is transit and pedestrian oriented, and has a greater mix of housing, commercial and retail uses.

“Conservation Subdivisions (CSD)” or “Clustering” - This is a planning concept where  developers are allowed to build homes on smaller lots if they leave a portion of the land undisturbed as protected open space. For example, if a "traditional" residential zoning ordinance requires a minimum lot size of 10,000 square feet, a 50-acre parcel could yield roughly 200 houses. In contrast, a CSD-friendly zoning ordinance might allow a developer to build the same 200 houses on 5,000 square foot lots if the other half of the land is left undeveloped. Some communities have even adopted incentive-based ordinances that offer density bonuses to developers that utilize CSD, allowing them to build more homes on a given parcel than would have been allowed under traditional zoning.
Follow the money - From the developer's perspective, CSD offers lower development-related expenses. Having homes clustered on smaller lots reduces development costs since there are fewer trees to clear, less land to grade, and less road, water, and sewer infrastructure needed to serve the development.

Many citizens are suspicious of conservation subdivisions/clustering since these “in perpetuity” conservation areas are always subject to future rezoning and future development. Other citizens hold to the premise that land that is privately held especially an area dominated by many smaller acreage parcels are difficult and costly for the government to condemn and then aggregate/combine for large developments or other revenue generating  commercial endeavors. See http://www.rppi.org/conservationsubdivision.html for a discussion of CSDs.

Circulation Elements and Level of Service: These terms apply to community roads. Circulation elements are designated routes current and future that serve to define how road construction if resourced will be pursued in a community. Level of Service is a rating of how well the roads work/flow traffic. Roads are rated in a scale from “A” to “F” with F being failing. 

Circulation elements along with Land Use Elements typically make up City/Town/County General Plans. The Circulation Element shows corridors of existing and proposed State highway routes as planned by the California Department of Transportation (CalTrans) in cooperation with the cities and the County as well as depicting routes located within the territories of incorporated cities. The intent of the Circulation Element to preserve a corridor uninhabited by any permanent structure for future road right-of-way for each and every road shown on the Circulation Element also all land developments should conform to the Circulation Element. Generally road matters reflected the Circulation Element shall supersede any proposal of any Community, Subregional, or Development Plan.
Other germane definitions

Representative Democracy - a form of democracy founded on the exercise of popular sovereignty by the people's elected representatives. It is a theory of civics in which voters choose representatives to act in their interests with enough authority to exercise initiative in the face of changing circumstances.

